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the option is not now open as It was in the pre~
Mutiny epoch.                        T

Since the great rebellion \v"^s quelled, we have
had no further difficulty with tfye native troops in
India, who have proved themselves, as indeed to a
great extent they did in the Mutiny, faithful and
loyal servants of the British Crown. Afghanistan,
on the other hand, has again and again proved
itself to be a storm centre. Lord Lawrence
(1864-1868) acknowledged Slier Ali, son of Dost
Mahomed, as Ameer, and during the Viceroyalty
of Lord Lytton (1872-1876) it was discovered that
Slier Ali had received an Envoy from
he refused to entertain a Mission we sent to
in 1878, war was declared, and he was defeated by
Lord Roberts, who placed his son Yakub 'Khan on
the throne.

Within a short time the British Resident, Sir
Louis Cavagnari, was assassinated, Yakub Khan
abdicated, and Abdul Rahman, the late Ameer,
was recognised by Lord Ripon as sole ruler of
Afghanistan.

To Lord Ripon, whose efforts to prematurely
introduce local self-government after the British
pattern resulted in much trouble and friction, suc-
ceeded Lord Dufferin (1884-1888), whose Vice-
royalty was chiefly remarkable for the third Burmese
War, as the result of which King Thebaw was
defeated and deposed, and Upper Burma, the